Yeast Model of Amyloid-β and Tau Aggregation in Alzheimer's Disease.
The amyloid-β peptide (Aβ) and the phosphorylated protein tau have been widely implicated in Alzheimer's disease and are the focus of most research. Both agents have been extensively studied in mammalian cell culture and in animal studies, but new research is focusing on yeast models. Yeast are eukaryotes, just like us, and are amenable to effects and expression of Aβ and tau and appear able to 'report' with considerable relevance on the effects of these biomolecules. The use of yeast enables powerful new approaches to understanding how to overcome the effects of Aβ and tau, and such advances could lead to new therapies to prevent the progression of Alzheimer's disease.